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September 2022
Thoughts From The Sawdust

It has really been great having our meetings back at Rockler. Thanks to Devon and
Bob, the presentations and discussions have been very informative - and fun. This
month will be no exception. Don’t miss it.
For those of you who were not there at our August meeting, we welcomed a new
member by the name of Brady Darvin. Brady is not only new to us, but new to the
art of scrolling. He saw us at the Tustin Chili Cookoff and wanted to learn.
Sometimes things just come together. Brady did not have a saw and needed one. I had just purchased a
new Seyco and needed to sell my DeWalt. He arrived at my house that Saturday to pick up the saw. To
get him started, and give him some direction, we went through the basic workings of the saw. I then gave
him a modest supply of various sized blades, some wood scraps, and a copy of “Scroll Saw Workshop,
3rd Ed.” by John A. Nelson that has a series of projects to develop scrolling skills. I cannot describe my
emotions when, by the end of that day, Brady sent me a picture of his first project. Which, I might add,
was by far better than my first attempt.
I relate this story not only to thank all those who have helped me in my development, but to emphasize
the reason for our Club. The sharing of our knowledge and experience, our successes and failures, and
the appreciation of our members’ amazing works of art is why we exist. Learning keeps us alive and excited about the next project.
Hope to see you at the September meeting.
John
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September OCSSA Program—Gourd to Box
By Devon Day

The September General Meeting Presentation was for me a 7-day project, taking a gourd from a Master Class gourd artist, Bonnie Gibson, to
a box project including scroll saw fret work, power carving, scroll saw
handle creation with resin work, pyrography, and original patterns.
This was a huge challenge for Chuck Collins, Willie Ellis, and especially
me. We pushed the boundaries by trying something a little out of our
comfort level. Bob Evins did a wonderful job directing, filming, and editing the process.

If you are interested, we will create a pattern. More, we were interested
in inspiring you to create something uniquely your own. Personally, I
spent long days creating patterns that needed to be redone no less
Bonnie and Devon
than five times, understanding how stack cutting needs to be resurfaced before cutting box pieces and that miters need to be cut well after
stack-cutting and surfacing takes place. I learned a lot about precision cutting from Chuck Collins. I learned a lot about resin work within scroll saw pieces from Willie Ellis. I want to learn
more about how to use resin in scroll cut pieces.
I was grateful for the three layers of sanding finish and three layers of satin lacquer that Chuck
recommended I do. I learned from Chuck as it turned out to protect the project from a mishap
plan to inlay colored glass. The result was not good. I was able to remove all of the colored
glass easily and save the project.
For me, I was thrilled to meet the actual gourd artist and wood carver, Bonnie Gibson, who was
in California to teach carving and glass inlay classes, approved of the project and wanted to
share our box with her followers on social media. We hope you enjoy this video at our September General Meeting.
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October and November Program
By Devon Day

Chuck Collins and Larry Olson recommended the following in-house, member
participant topics for the October and November General Meetings. They are practical and
they are relevant.

October
We are asking you to bring
your favorite Fall ornament,
sign, or art work to the October meeting. The club has a
hard-fast rule not to copy
purchased patterns but
what we would love is if you
could include your source for
purchase.
Here is an example of a Fall
pattern.

November
Bring a Christmas Ornament that you
have cut and the source for the pattern.

For example, I have made many of
these ornaments for Christmas gifts. I
would share my source and bring my
ornament to share during the meeting.
Please bring your samples and resources for where to find the patterns.
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Pictures from the last meeting
John Howe

Allan Carter

Ron Haigler

LaVaun Ward
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Pictures from the last meeting
Jerry Franich

Willie Ellis

Gary Tennison
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Mentor’s Corner
Now that we are meeting in person again, we will have to work
on getting the Mentor’s Corner back. Larry Olson is still more
than happy to hear from you and help with any issues you are
having with any current projects. Be sure to take advantage of
this very useful information available to our club members.
Larry has many years experience with woodworking and is
al-ways willing to help.
Friends of OCSSA - Support Our Sponsors

Woodcraft Supply
714-963-9663

Rockler Woodworking & Hardwoods
714-282-1157

Unify Financial Federal Credit Union
unifyfcu.com

Industrial Blades
714-557-4131

Mike’s Workshop
605-582-6732

Reel Lumber
714-632-1988

Paragon Plastics, Inc.
714-835-8181

BLOXYGEN
www.bloxygen.com/clubs

Jerry Carter
www.JeryCarterAirTool.com
760-868-1904

6

Next Meeting:
Thursday, September 8th
1955 N. Tustin Street
Orange, CA 92865

Meats
55 Freeway

Tustin

7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Regular Meeting
Taft

The Orange County Scroll Saw Association meets every second Thursday of the month. Our purpose is to
promote, teach and share in the fun and fellowship of scroll sawing. Our club is open to all who have an
interest in scroll sawing and at all skill levels from beginner to expert.

4142 N Sunset Street
Orange, CA 92865

Monthly Newsletter of the Orange County Scroll Saw Association. Visit us on the Web at www.ocssa.org
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